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Welcome!

The School  of  Educat ion has one of  t he largest  alum ni  

networks at  t he Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh, w i th m ore than 

32,000 alum n i  in  near ly 90 coun t r ies around the wor ld.

Together , we suppor t  t he wel l - being of  students, fam i l ies,and 

com m uni t ies through our  col lect ive work across teaching, 

learn ing, heal th, and hum an developm ent .

Stay engaged wi th the school :

- Join Pi t t  Com m ons to network w i th your  peers and 

suppor t  cur rent  students at  com m ons.pi t t .edu.

- Update your  contact  in form at ion on the alum ni  sect ion 

of  t he Pi t t  Educat ion websi te so we can stay in  touch.

- Suppor t  t he school  by m aking a phi lanthropic gi f t .

Contact  M ichael  Haas, di rector  of  developm ent  and alum ni  

af fai r s, at  m bh26@pi t t .edu or  412- 648- 1789.



Order  of  Events

5:30- 6:30 p.m . Recept ion

Buf fet  dinner  and ref reshm ents

6:30- 8:30 p.m . Awards Cerem ony

Open ing Rem arks

Rober t  Scher rer , EdD

President , School  of  Educat ion Alum ni  Society

Presen tat ion  of  Awards

Eboni  M . Zam ani - Gal laher , PhD

Renée and Richard Goldm an Dean,

School  of  Educat ion

Rober t  Scher rer , EdD

Scholar sh ip Recogn i t i on

Eboni  M . Zam ani - Gal laher

8:30 p.m . Even t  Concludes



Featured Presenters

Ebon i  M . Zam an i - Gal laher , PhD
Renée and Richard Goldm an Dean and Professor , Pi t t  School  of  Educat ion

An accom pl ished scholar , Eboni  M . Zam ani - Gal laher?s work focuses 
on equi table par t icipat ion in  h igher  educat ion; t ransfer , access, and 
retent ion pol icies; m inor i t ized student  populat ions in  m arginal ized 
inst i t ut ional  contexts; and racial  equi t y and cam pus cl im ate in  
postsecondary educat ion pathways. Pr ior  to her  tenure as dean, 
Zam ani - Gal laher  served as the associate dean for  equi t y, just ice, 
and st rategic par tnerships in  the School  of  Educat ion. As a 
researcher , Zam ani - Gal laher  has am assed over  $11 m i l l ion in  
external  funding on projects aim ed at  im proving the f ield of  h igher  
educat ion. In  addi t ion to her  work at  Pi t t , Zam ani - Gal laher  is a 
leader  in  a var iet y of  professional  organizat ions. She is execut ive 
di rector  of  t he Counci l  for  t he Study of  Com m uni t y Col leges and 
president  of  t he Associat ion for  the Study of  Higher  Educat ion. 
Zam ani - Gal laher  holds a PhD in educat ional  organizat ion and 
leadership f rom  the Universi t y of  I l l inois Urbana- Cham paign, an M S 
in general  exper im ental  psychology, and BS in psychology f rom  
Western I l l inois Universi t y.

Rober t  Scher rer , EdD
Board President , Pi t t  School  of  Educat ion Alum ni  Society

Rober t  Scher rer  (EdD ?09) is president  of  t he Universi t y of  
Pi t t sburgh School  of  Educat ion Alum ni  Society. He is execut ive 
di rector  of  t he Al legheny Interm ediate Uni t , a regional  educat ion 
services agency serving the greater  Pi t t sburgh area. In  th is role, he 
has developed and im plem ented a new st rategic plan and suppor ted 
school  ent i t ies throughout  the region. Previously, he was 
super intendent  of  t he Nor th Al legheny School  Dist r ict  and a 
pr incipal  at  Pi t t sburgh Al lderdice High School  and the Pi t t sburgh 
Science and Technology Academ y.  Scher rer  earned his 
Super intendent?s Let ter  of  El igibi l i t y and EdD in adm inist rat ive and 
pol icy studies f rom  the Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh School  of  Educat ion. 
He also holds a BS in business educat ion, an M Ed in business 
educat ion, and  a Pr incipal?s Cer t i f icat ion f rom  Indiana Universi t y of  
Pennsylvania.



The Dist inguished Alum ni  Awards Cerem ony is held annual ly to celebrate the 
accom pl ishm ents of  t he outstanding alum ni  and students of  t he School  of  Educat ion at  t he 
Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh. We are proud to recognize our  school  com m uni t y w i th the 
fol lowing awards:

Dist inguished Student  Leadership Award

Outstanding Alum ni  EdD Disser tat ion Award

Outstanding Alum ni  PhD Disser tat ion Award

Depar tm ental  Dist inguished Alum ni  Award: Educat ional  Foundat ions, Organizat ions, 
and Pol icy

Depar tm ental  Dist inguished Alum ni  Award: Heal th and Hum an Developm ent

Depar tm ental  Dist inguished Alum ni  Award: Teaching, Learn ing, and Leading

Dist inguished Ear ly Career  Award

Dist inguished Pre K- 12 Educator  Award

Dist inguished Alum ni  Award

Award Categories



Distinguished Student Leadership Award
Rachael  Stowe
M Ed in Educat ion Pol icy, Pi t t  School  of  Educat ion

Rachael  Stowe is a second- year  m aster ' s student  in  the Educat ion 
Pol icy program . She received a B.S. in  Appl ied Developm ental  
Psychology w i th a m inor  in  Social  Work f rom  the Universi t y of  
Pi t t sburgh in  2022 and was recognized as the recipient  of  t he 2021 
School  of  Educat ion Dean?s Dist inguished Undergraduate Award. 
Stowe previously worked as an elem entary special  educat ion teacher  
in  At lanta Publ ic Schools. Stowe cur rent ly serves as a graduate 
assistant  on the Par tnership for  Student  Success, a nat ional  project  
housed at  t he Everyone Graduates Center  at  Johns Hopkins 
Universi t y.  As a highly engaged student  at  t he School  of  Educat ion, 
Stowe is president  of  t he Counci l  of  Graduate Students in  Educat ion 
(CGSE) and is a thought  par tner  for  the school ' s Rural  and 
Com m uni t y- Based Educat ion In i t iat ive.



Outstanding Alumni EdD Dissertation Award
Al lyce Pinchback - Johnson  (BS/ CERT ' 09, EdD ' 24)
Founder  & CEO, Pinchback Consul t ing LLC

Al lyce Pinchback- Johnson is Founder  and CEO of  Pinchback 
Consul t ing LLC,  which was establ ished in  2017 to help organizat ions 
im prove through capaci t y bui lding, st rategic planning, and 
com m uni t y engagem ent . Wi th over  15 years of  exper ience in  
educat ion and nonprof i t  sectors, she previously served as di rector  of  
professional  developm ent  for  Pi t t sburgh Publ ic Schools, chief  
program  of f icer  for  Gwen' s Gi r ls, and program  of f icer  for  the Wor ld 
Af fai rs Counci l  of  Pi t t sburgh. Pinchback- Johnson holds a bachelor ' s 
degree in  psychology and Japanese f rom  the Universi t y of  
Pi t t sburgh, a M aster  of  Publ ic M anagem ent  f rom  Carnegie M el lon 
Universi t y, and a Doctor  of  Educat ion in  Urban Educat ion f rom  Pi t t . 
She is a founding m em ber  of  Black Wom en for  a Bet ter  Educat ion 
and serves on num erous boards and com m it tees that  ref lect  her  
com m itm ent  to com m uni t y service and educat ional  im provem ent .

M eghan Orm an (PhD ' 24)
Postdoctoral  Associate, Cornel l  Universi t y

M eghan Orm an is a postdoctoral  associate at  Cornel l  Universi t y, 

focusing on statewide in i t iat ives to im prove ear ly chi ldhood 

educators'  heal th and wel l - being. Her  research is centered on 

creat ing suppor t ive envi ronm ents through com m uni t y- based, 

cul tural ly responsive in tervent ions. Whi le at  t he Universi t y of  

Pi t t sburgh, she conducted research on young chi ldren ' s connect ions 

to nature in  I celand through a Fulbr ight - NSF Arct ic Research award. 

Orm an earned her  PhD in appl ied developm ental  psychology f rom  

Pi t t ' s School  of  Educat ion, a m aster ' s in  phi losophy f rom  the 

Universi t y of  Nor th Flor ida, and holds a M ontessor i  in fant / toddler  

credent ial . Her  professional  background includes 10 years of  

t eaching phi losophy as an adjunct  inst ructor  and f ive years as a 

toddler  teacher . Addi t ional ly, Orm an m entors undergraduate and 

graduate students w i th an em phasis on research that  can br idge 

developm ental  psychology w i th real - wor ld solut ions.

Outstanding Alumni PhD Dissertation Award



Departmental Distinguished Alumni Awards

Lar r y Lunsford (PhD ' 83)
Vice President  for  Student  Af fai rs Em er i tus, Flor ida Internat ional  Universi t y

Lar ry Lunsford is an educat ional  leader  who in  2019 ret i red as vice 
president  for  student  af fai r s at  Flor ida Internat ional  Universi t y 
(FIU), where he had served in  num erous  leadership roles since 1989. 
He was subsequent ly nam ed vice president  em er i tus by FIU in  2024. 
In  addi t ion, Lunsford had an appointm ent  as an assistant  professor  
in  the Depar tm ent  of  Higher  Educat ion Adm inist rat ion and was an 
adjunct  inst ructor  in  the Col lege of  Ar t s and Sciences. He 
co- authored a requi red f i r st - year  class text , ?The Fi rst  Year : M aking 
the M ost  of  Col lege.? Lunsford?s career  has been m arked by m ore 
than a dozen notable h igh- level  educat ional  af f i l iat ions, including 
serving on the board of  di rectors of  t he publ icat ion ?Student  Af fai rs 
Today,? as wel l  as on boards of  m ul t iple in ter f ratern i t y associat ions. 
In  recogni t ion of  h is service, he was presented wi th the prest igious 
Pi l lars of  t he Profession Award by the Nat ional  Associat ion of   
Student  Personnel  Adm inist rators.

Educat ional  Foundat ions, Organizat ions, and Pol icy

Cam i l le Sm i th  (BS ' 06, M S ' 08, EdD ' 19)
Founder , Cam i l le Clarke LLC

Cam i l le Sm i th is a leader  w i th m ore than 25 years of  exper ience in  
exercise physiology.  As founder  of  Cam i l le Clarke LLC, she 
in tegrates personal  t rain ing, heal th coaching, and m assage therapy 
to help individuals achieve opt im al  heal th. Addi t ional ly, she is a 
program  di rector  in  the Qual i t y Im provem ent  Depar tm ent  at  UPM C 
Heal th Plan, leading the M edicare Fai th and Wel lness Program . 
Sm i th is also founder  and execut ive di rector  of  Transform ing the 
Af r ican Am er ican Wom an (THAW), a nonprof i t  em power ing Black 
wom en through hol ist ic wel lness and t raum a recovery. Her  
educat ional  background includes a BS in psychology, M S in exercise 
physiology, and EdD in heal th and physical  act ivi t y f rom  the 
Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh. She is cur rent ly com plet ing her  M aster  of  
Social  Work, expected in  sum m er  2025, to fur ther  in tegrate m ental  
heal th suppor t  in to her  pract ice.

Heal th and Hum an Developm ent



Jana Bonds (EdD ' 22)
Assistant  Pr incipal , West  M anheim  Elem entary School

Jana Z. Bonds, assistant  pr incipal  at  West  M anheim  Elem entary 
School  in  south- cent ral  Pennsylvania, has suppor ted m any students 
and educators dur ing the past  17 years. Beginning her  career  as a 
technology and engineer ing educator , she becam e a dr iving force in  
advancing hands- on STEM  learn ing and student  leadership w i th in 
her  school  system . In  her  leadership role, Bonds is com m it ted to 
broadening access to h igh- qual i t y STEM  educat ion. Recent ly she 
cont r ibuted to a par tnership w i th the Cal  Ripken Jr . Foundat ion to 
br ing STEM  Centers to her  school  dist r ict?s elem entary schools, 
ensur ing al l  students have access to engaging, hands- on learn ing 
exper iences. She received both the Internat ional  Technology and 
Engineer ing Educators Associat ion Em erging Leader  Award and the 
Nat ional  Technology Student  Associat ion Pennsylvania M iddle 
School  Advisor  of  t he Year  Award.

Teaching, Learn ing, and Leading

Anthony Sendro (M Ed/ ADCTG ' 23)
Teacher , West  Jef ferson Hi l ls School  Dist r ict

Since 2019, Anthony Sendro has been a second- grade teacher  at  
West  Jef ferson Hi l ls School  Dist r ict . He has im m ersed him sel f  in  
im plem ent ing innovat ive teaching pract ices and foster ing a posi t ive 
school  cul ture. In  addi t ion to teaching, Sendro serves as the 
second- grade coordinator  at  t he dist r ict , al ign ing grade- level  goals 
w i th dist r ict  in i t iat ives. In  addi t ion, he is the school?s technology 
m entor , where he helps educators in tegrate technology in to thei r  
classroom s and suppor t s student - level  com m unicat ion ef for t s such 
as the m orning announcem ents. Sendro, who aspi res to becom e a 
school  pr incipal , holds num erous cer t i f icat ions concern ing student  
needs and school  safety. He is also invested in  prom ot ing the 
dist r ict?s alum ni  network. He earned his M aster  of  Educat ion w i th a 
K- 12 Pr incipal  Cer t i f icat ion f rom  the Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh School  
of  Educat ion in  2023.

Distinguished Early Career Award



Distinguished PreK-12 Educator Award
Bi l le Pearce Rondinel l i  (EdD ' 99)
Educat ional  Consul tant  |  Fel low, Grable Foundat ion

For  m ore than 40 years, Bi l le Pearce Rondinel l i  has served K- 12 
students in  southwestern Pennsylvania. For  n ine years, she led the 
South Fayet te School  Dist r ict  as super intendent  dur ing a t im e of  
sign i f icant  change at  t he dist r ict  due to enrol lm ent  growth. The 
dist r ict  saw t ransform at ional  changes across faci l i t ies, including 
newly const ructed bui ldings that  com plem ented academ ic goals and 
inst ruct ional  needs. Cur rent ly an educat ional  consul tant  and a 
fel low wi th the Grable Foundat ion, Rondinel l i  has been nat ional ly 
recognized through her  work. She received an invi tat ion to the Whi te 
House Nat ional  Educat ional  and Technology sum m its and served on 
the advisory counci l  of  t he nat ional  Digi tal  Prom ise: League of  
Innovat ive Schools. Rondinel l i  earned her  BA and M Ed degrees f rom  
Westm inster  Col lege and her  EdD f rom  the Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh 
School  of  Educat ion.

Distinguished Alumni Award
Kel ly Aust in  (PhD ' 11)
Senior  Vice President  for  Academ ic Af fai rs and Provost , 
Em bry- Riddle Aeronaut ical  Universi t y

Kel ly Aust in  is senior  vice president  for  academ ic af fai r s and provost  
at  Em bry- Riddle Aeronaut ical  Universi t y in  Daytona Beach, Flor ida. 
In  th is role, he oversees academ ic and student  success at  one of  t he 
wor ld' s leading higher  educat ion inst i t ut ions focused on aviat ion, 
aerospace, and research. Aust in  began his career  at  Em bry- Riddle 
years ago as an academ ic advisor . Since then, he held a var iet y of  
h igher  educat ion roles in  Pennsylvania. M ost  recent ly, he worked as 
vice president  and execut ive chancel lor  at  Penn State, Universi t y 
Park. Before that , he was the associate vice president  for  
adm inist rat ion in  the Of f ice of  t he Senior  Vice President  of  
Com m onweal th Cam puses. Ear l ier , he was chancel lor  at  Penn State  
Schuylk i l l  and vice president  for  f inance and adm inist rat ion at  t he 
Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh at  Johnstown. Aust in  earned his PhD f rom  
the Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh, and an M BA in Aviat ion (ai r l ine 
m anagem ent ) f rom  Em bry- Riddle.



Special Recognition
Si lver  Francis Oonyu (M Ed ' 12)
Founder , Si lver  M em or ial  Inclusive Learn ing Center

Oonyu was one of  two recipien ts of  t he 2023 Dist inguished Alum n i  
Award but  was unable to at tend that  year ' s awards cerem ony.

Si lver  Francis Oonyu, a nat ive of  Uganda, lost  h is sight  as a young 
boy af ter  cont ract ing m easles. Whi le he lacked access to special  
educat ion services growing up, he found refuge as a teenager  at  St . 
Francis Pr im ary School  for  t he Bl ind. His exper ience inspi red him  to 
pursue his dream  of  opening an inclusive school  for  chi ldren wi th 
disabi l i t ies in  h is nat ive count ry. Oonyu earned a m aster?s degree in  
special  educat ion and a graduate cer t i f icate in  Af r ican studies f rom  
the Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh. Af ter  graduat ion, he returned hom e to 
found the Si lver  M em or ial  Inclusive Learn ing Center , or  SM ILE 
School . Serving about  200 chi ldren, the school  provides an educat ion 
that  students are unl ikely to f ind anywhere else in  the region and 
includes inst ruct ion on how to use adapt ive tools, including brai l le, 
m obi l i t y equipm ent , and assist ive in form at ion technology. 



Scholarships and Fellowships

Thanks to the generous suppor t  of  our  alum ni  and f r iends, our  School  of  Educat ion 
can provide f inancial  suppor t  for  future leaders in  educat ion.

Dr . Li l l ian M . Fehr  Endowm ent

Dr . M argaret  J. Wi lson Endowed Student  
Resource Fund in  the School  of  Educat ion

Dr . M axine G. Rober ts Scholarship

Dr . M ichael  and H. Joan Radvansky 
Scholarship

Dr . Rober t  Rober tson Outstanding Doctoral  
Student  Award

Ear l  and Anna Broady Foundat ion 
Scholarship

Ear tha L. Wi l l iam s Endowed Fund

Edson Boyd Powel l  Scholarship for  
Educat ional  Adm inist rat ion

El i - Sar  Graf  Foundat ion Scholarship

Ernest  B. Dorow Endowed Scholarship Fund

Ethel  B. Feldm an Scholarship

Ethel  Henderson Luckhardt  Scholarship

Eva K. Thom as Endowed Scholarship Fund 
for  the School  of  Educat ion

Har ry C. Luebbe Jr . Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

Helen S. Faison Scholarship Fund

J. Orvi l le Wood Scholarship

Jam es E. Rohr  Fam i ly Fel lowship

Janet  Dague Kraus M em or ial  Fund

Jean M . Slack Scholarship

John R. Bender  Endowed Scholarship

June and Wi l l iam  M ul l ins Endowm ent

Kar l  C. H. Oerm ann and Kenneth F. M etz 
Endowed Scholarship

Kathleen N. Hol leran Endowed Fund for  
Student  Resources

Laughl in  Endowed Fund in  the School  of  
Educat ion

Lesgold Fam i ly Endowed Scholarship

Lois Lyden Zord and The Honorable Joseph 
Zord, Jr . Endowed Scholarship in  the School  
of  Educat ion

M argaret  M . Greenawal t  M em or ial  
Scholarship

M ary O. Sal t sm an Scholarship Fund

M im a Bozzi  Endowed Student  Resource 
Fund

Nei l  Parham  Endowed Resource Fund

Pat r icia Ann Al lan Scholarship

Paul  H. M asoner  Scholarship

Peter  C. and Ri ta Blasek Bennet t  Endowed 
Scholarship in  the School  of  Educat ion

Phi lm ena Bianchi  Adam son Endowed Fund 
for  Student  Resources

Regis J. Larkin Endowed Fund

Richard N. and Bernadet te C. Jakicic Student  
Recogni t ion Fund

Ri ta M . Bean Endowed Student  Resource 
Fund

Sam uel  N. Francis and Richard Wynn 
Scholarship  for  Educat ional  Adm inist rat ion

Sarah F. and El izabeth Graf  Fund



School  of  Educat ion Centennial  Student  
Resource Fund

Schurm an Fam i ly Educat ion Fund

Sekey Sisters Fund

Sher ry Berkowi t z M em or ial  Award

Stephen M . Koziol  Endowm ent  for  Student  
Research

Sturdevant  Fam i ly Endowed Scholarship 
Fund for  Ear ly Chi ldhood Educat ion

Teresa Si r ianni  Am el io Student  Resource 
Fund

The Carol ine Urban Al lem an Endowed Fund

The Equi t y and Just ice Spi r i t  Award Fund

The Goldm an Gr i t  Award: A Fund for  
Students Who Have Gr i t  and Dr ive in  
Educat ion

The Karen and Ned VanderVen Professional  
Developm ent  Fund

The Kather ine George Eber ly Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

The Linck M em or ial  Scholarship Fund in  
Educat ion

The Natal ie A. Kaplan and The Honorable 
Lawrence W. Kaplan Student  Resource Fund

The Wal ter  Barnes Sr . & Stel la G. Barnes 
Scholarship Fund

Tom ayko Foundat ion Innovat ion Fund

Tyrene Livingston M em or ial  Student  
Resource Fund

Urban Educator  Endowm ent

Wal ter  A. M cCul lough Quasi  Endowm ent

War ren Shepler  Endowm ent  Fund

Weim ann Fam i ly Teaching Scholarship 
Fund

Wesley H. Car lson and M ar ian 
Davis- Car lson Fund

Wi l l iam  A. Yeager  Fel lowship

Wi lm a Nagy Ventm i l ler  Endowed Fund



Our Mission-Vision
The fol lowing statem ent  is the m ission- vision of  t he School  of  
Educat ion. I t  encapsulates what  we do, what  we bel ieve, and who we 
cont inual ly seek to becom e as m em bers of  t he school  com m uni t y.

We igni te learn ing. We st r ive for  wel l - being for  al l . We 

teach. We com m it  to student , fam i ly, and com m uni t y 

success. We com m it  to educat ional  equi t y. We 

advocate. We work for  just ice. We cul t ivate 

relat ionships. We forge engaged par tnerships. We 

col laborate. We learn w i th and f rom  com m uni t ies. We 

innovate and agi tate. We pursue and produce 

knowledge. We research. We disrupt  and t ransform  

inequi table educat ional  st ructures. We approach 

learn ing as in ter tw ined wi th heal th, wel lness, and 

hum an developm ent . We address how nat ional , global , 

social , and technological  change im pacts learn ing. We 

shape pract ice and pol icy. We teach wi th and for  

digni t y. We th ink. We dream . We lead wi th in tegr i t y. 

We are the School  of  Educat ion at  t he Universi t y of  

Pi t t sburgh.?

?
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